"Gracious Words for Difficult Times": Introduction, Pxge 1

INTRODUCTION

The people& of Scuth Africa, black and white, rich and poor, the
pouwarful and the wulnerazble, are engaged in a bitter strusgle. It iz a
strugele which involves us all, a struggle whose cutcome Will zhare the
future life of all South Africans. This struggle iz daily punctuated by
violence and is aluwavs increasiong the divisicns in ah already divided
socimty., In the midst of this struggle 1lie Church is called %o be in
ministry. 1t is a difficult sesignment in very difficult times. But for
ite work God's people are given the graciocus Woird of God, which is our
Lord Jesus, and gracicus words to guide and direct us, to heal and
strengthan us in our ministrv. This study focuses on a fauw of those
gracious uwords for ocur difficult times and finally upon that Werd, even
our Lord Jeaszsus, in uwhom God's grace i3 most claarly ravealied.

The Church of Jesus Christ is the Body of Christ, the reconciling
presence of Chr izt in the world. God's propls are called to ba
reconciling agents in society (11 Corinthians 5:118-21>, Christ's
ambzzsadors entrusted with the message of recanciliation. Since God's
reconciling actioen in Jesus iz for all people without regsard for race opr
status, the Church is committed to justice and liberatiorn for all those
vhom God has racongiled. If God's paople intend to take seriously their
czlling az reconciling agaents, then they must also sericusly cons ider
their calling as asgaents of justice and liberation.

In its attempt 1o Be faithful +o its calling the Church 2luave lsoxs
to God's Word toc inform the daily life oFf all who are part of it. God'=
reople taKe the liord a= foundatiomnal for their l1ife and health. But for
God's poople to take that ldord as life for them and to share it as life
fcr the uworld, then they must alzo he clear about their situation., for
uhich the llord i= good neus. The Church reeds to undarstand as best it
can *he context of its own people and of the prople to whom it ministers
in the world. To be mosgst faithful in itz calling and most effective in
itz miniztry the Church must take seriocusly its vital task of social
analyvsis,

This Bible study series tries to take seriously the Church’'s calling
as agent of justice, liberaticn, and reconciliation, It also attempts to
kelp God's peeple think clearly and carefully about their context and
sboeut the shape God's Werd *takKes in communicating 9ccd news to that
cantext. Finally the series zzsumes that ocnce God's people havae made
connections Letucen Gad's Word and their context, they will commit
themselves to faithful and concrete actions which put *their faith into
practice, and they uill pray for the guidance and pouer of God Froam uhom
comes eveary cood gift and every gracious word.

OBJECTIVES

1. That the particizants exslore the Biblical understanding of
certain usrds within the comtaxt o2+ the participant’'s situation and of the
current sccio-pelitico-economic situation in South Africa.
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2. That the participants come to a =s=hared Biblical understanding of
these uwords that is also relevant to their Scouth African context.

. That the participants discover and evaluate ways in which their
understanding of these words may be lived out daily in the South African
situation. -

q. That the participants commit themselves to those unays which are
possible and appropriate for them.

SUGGESTIONS FCR STUDY LEADRERS

1. Each lesson contains material for from tuo to five hours of study
and discussion’s they could be lengthenad sven further if very careful
Biblical worx is done. It is sszsumed, houwever, that the lessons will be
used in local settings which provide only one to tuo hours at any one
time. Thus normally e¢ach lesson may be completed in one two-hour sezsion,
or in tuwe or three one-hour sessicns, The study leader is encouraged o
lookK over the material carefully before the session s0 as to select those
portions of the study which will provide most benefit for the participants
within the time available. All four sections in each lezson should be
covered, but some questions ands/or some of the Bible references may be
omitted for the sake of time sawvings,

2. Al four sections of the studies are important. Take them

seriously. There may bé a temptation to rush through section I."Context".

That would be a mistake. HWithout proper attantion to the context it will
be difficult and =somewhat haphazard doing section 111. "Making
Connections®, The Bible work in zection Il should be done carefully,
especially when the passage is either very brief or wvery familiar, There

may be rich meanings that have been previously overlooKed, or new meanihgs
which are suggasted by the context t(section 1> within which they are being
studied. Finally, we ara never finished with our responsibilities as
God's people considering God's Word until we have translated the Word into
concrete commitments for our daily lives and then sought God's guidance
and bles=sing for them.

3. In doing section I1. "Bible Study" it would be helepful if the
group used a variety of Bible translations., The ot iginal Hebrew or Greek
words of Scripture may be rendaeraed in other languages with a variety of
words. Or a variety of Hebrew and Greek concepts may be conveved by the
came uword in another lansuage. For example, the Hebrew word translated
peace may also be translated "sscuritv.," "uelfare," "happiness,” or even .
"justice." The same is truse for the Hebrew and Greek uwords which ue
usually translate "justice™ or "rightecusness.” On the ather hand, there
may he many different Hebrew and Greek wavs of speaking about wuhat ue
unifoermly refer to as "repentance" or about "forgiveness.”

4. It would be helpful if the study leader could loock over all of
the suggeszted Bible passages before the zezsion begins. It is not
necessary to study all of the passages, though the more passagez which are
cons idered the better will be the group's understanding of the concept
being studied. Time constraints will no doubt be the deciding factor.
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S. 1f a lesson is divided inte tua or three sessions it is important
for the group %o briefly reviauw past workx at the beginning of each
syucceeding sessicn. The stucdy leader may want to write a brief overviauw
for hershimself at the end of each session.

e. Don't forget praver:t for the leader in makina preparations., for
the group hefore beginning their workX and certainly for the participants
after they have made commitments. We are God's people uho confess that it
iz only with God's help that ue are able *to be faithful in our calling and
commitments. .
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INTRODUCTIGN .

le 1ive in difficult and trying times in South Africa. For the black
majoerity in our land that has been the situation for many vears, but naver
more so than nou. For the uhite community it is a relatively new and
entirely shattering reality. The division which is at the heart of
apartheid has left our minds and hearts and spirits as separated as oupr
homes . lWe are a scattered pecple, ignorant of one another and so fearful
of one another. Security is our passion, and we try to attain it through
areater separation and through enforcement of division and the
inequalities which that separation spauns. e seek saecurity through the
man ipulation of acoenomic resources and through thas naKed coercion of
palice and military, which are called "security forces." e experience a
dis-ease uhich saps cur vitality and casts a shadow over our Ffuture. And
£till we are vulverable, regardless of the amount of security we try to
purchase or arrange forr ourselves., Where in South Africa shall we find
the Kind of uwell-being and safety we seek? LUlWhere is there a wholeness
that gives meaning te ocur lives in the face of our present scatteredness?

Scripture provides a visicn of such peace and security, but we must
search out wuhat that vision has to offer us in the context of our Scuth
African situation. In what directionzs doez the Biblical wvision of peace
point us? In this study we shall try 40 discover the Biblical meaning of
"peace” and in it the answers to the questions we hava raised about
secur ity in a divided South Africa.

CONTEXT (Discuss the fcollowing . « . 2

A. Do wou agree or disagree with the description of life in South
Africa contaired in the “Introduction" above? Explainselaborate.

E. How does concern about security express itsel$ in vour life?

c. When do vou feel most securessafe? Why?
What is it that allouws vou to feel safes/secures/at peace?

b. What do wvou think "peace® uwould looKsbe like in South Africa?

BIBLE STUDY: Peace

(There are a variety of concepts conveved by the Hebrew and Greek uwords in
the Bible translated "peace. Consequently there are also a variety of
English words which may be used to convey the meaning of those words. It
would be helpful when referring to the Bible passages below if the
participants would consult several different Engl ish translations. It
Rill also be necessary for participants to pay special attention to the
contexts within which the word “peace® is used in order to understand the
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appropriate shade of meaning the word has in a particular passage.)

A. Study the following paszages and nete what all is included in the
Bibl ical concept of "peace."” (The passages markKed with an asterisk (%)
are particularly important. Others may be omittad if time demands, but it
would be most helpful if all pacssages would be considered.)

Genes is 13:18 * Matthew 18:34 (25-33)
Numbers 6126 Mark 4:37-39

¥ Leviticus Z26:4-6 Marx S:34
Judges 4:17 ¥ LUuKe 1:79 (VY68-79)

¥ Judsgs B8:22-24 ¥ Luke 2114

I Kings 35:12 Luke 19:5-8

* Job S5:24 (13-28)> * Luke 13:38, a4i1-42 (32-44)
Psalm 34:12-14 # Jobn 143127
Psalm 37:18-11 % John 18133
* Isaiah 32:216-1i8 * John 280:138,21,26 (19-29>
Isajah S54:11-15 Acts 24:2
¥ Jeremiah 23:18-14 Romans 8:6
* Ezekiel 34:25-2%9a % I Corinthians 14:33
Zecharizh 8:10-12 * Ephesians 2:14 (i2-22) :
Zechariah 8:1-10 Romans S53:! & Colossians 1=28:

Ephesians 4:3

8. The following passages deal with a false peace against which
Gad's true prophets spoke. Note the contexts.
bihy did the prophests condemn those uwho prouphesied "peace® here?

Jeremiah 6:13~14 (i1B-15)

EzeKiel 13:1i8.,1i68 (i~-16)

Amos §:11-6 (This is another description of the situation against
which the true prophets warned. This passage deesn't use the uword for
"peace”~--shalom--as do the other tuwo, but it does describe the false
peace., Dezscribe the false peaces/security noted here.?

C. Read the follouwing and then dizcusss

"Shalom" is the 0ld Testament Hebrew word for "peace, well-being,
security.”™ Althoush thae MNew Testament Greek word for peace was much
narraower in the scope of its meaning in secular usage, in Scripture it
takes oh mo=st of the extensive meaning of shalom. Shalem is the state of
wholeness possessed by persons or groups, which may be health, prosperity,
security ., or the spiritual completaness of covenant. It is not only
individual but alszo communal. It includes physical uell-being, e.gs. food,
shelter, clothing, health, protection, as well as the spiritual and
psycholegical. If there are any in the community who do not have shalom
then the community itself doez not have it, because zhalom means uholeness
for the entire community, not only for part of it. Finally God gives
shalem, but it is the responsibility of avery individual in the community
to do what shershe is able to do in order to provide for evervbody those
things uwhich will make for shalom. Community members are therefore agents
of shalom: being such an agent is part of the gift of shalom.

The following is from LIVING TOWARD A VISION by Walter Brueggemann.
United Church Press: Philadelphia ¢193832), Pages 15,16.
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ey

"The central vision of worid history in the Bible is that all of
creation is one, every creature in community with avery other., living in
harmony and security toward the joy and well-being of every other
creatura. In the community of faith in Israel, thiszs vision is expressed
in the affirmation that Abraham is Ffather of all Israel and every person
is his child (see Genesis 15:37 Iszaizah 41:87 3i:2». Israel has a vwision
cf all pecple drauwn into community around the will of its God (lIsaiah
2:2-43, In the Ner Testament, the church nhas a parallel visien of all
perzons being drawn under the lordship and fellouwsh'ip of Jesus {(Mattheu
28115-20; John 12:322 and therefore into a single community (Acts 2:1-i1>.

As if those visions were not swaseping enocusgsh, the most staasgering
expression of the vision is that all persons are children of a single
family , members of a single tribe, heirs of a single hope, and bearers of
a £ingle destiny, namsly, the care and management of all of God's
creation.

“"That persistent vision of joy, welli-being, harmony, and prosperity
iz not captured in any single uwcerd or idea in the Bible, and a cluster of
words is required to express its many dimensions and subtle nuancest
love, lovalty, truth, grace, salvation, justice, blessing, rightaousness.
But the term that in recent discussions has been used to summarize that
cehtrolling wision is =halom. Beth in current discussion and in the Bible
itself, it bears tremendous freight--the freight of a dream of God that
resists all ocur tendencies to division, hostility, fear, drivenness, and
misery. .

"Shalom is the substance of the biblical vision of one community
embracing all creation. It refers to all those rescurces and facters
which makKe communal harmony Jjoyous and effective. . . .*

D. It has been proposed that this Bibl ical notion of "peace®™ is a
matter of "freedom and unity, ordering and eating.” lhat does that
suggest to yvou about “"peace™?

MAKING CONNECTIONS <(Discuss the following . . .

A. Are there any signs of this Biblical notion of peace which
already exist in South Africa? Explain.
Given the Biblical! vision of peace, houw would South Africa be
different i+ such peace mehe to become a concreta reality here?

B. What is vour vision of security for South Africa?
How deoes that vision relate to the Biblical wvision of peace
(security)?

C. Halter Brueggemann suggests that pesace is "a gift and a taskK."
In light of vour study of the Scripture references above what do you think
he means?
What do vou think that susggests about the coming of peace to
South Africa?

0. What do you think is the Church's role(s)> in the realization of
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reace in Soulh Africa?
What rolecs) can individual and families of Christians play in
the realization of peace in South Africa?

COMMITMENTS AND PRAYERS

A. Individually, take a feu minutes now to list "peace-wavs" to
which vyou are willing to commit vourself in the context of tha present
turbulent situatioen in cur countrv.

Share your lists uith the whole group, as each is comfortable in
doing that. .

B. Pray for God's grace and the guidance of the Holy Spirit in vour
peacamakKing.
Evaluate vour peacemakKing regularly.
Support onae another in vour peacemakKing.
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INTRCDUCTION

The terms "justice" and "reconciliation® are an important part of the
South African rolitical, social, ececlesiastical and theclogical
conversation in the 1838°':s. We all have a rough idea of what "justice®
and "reconciliation" suggestsmean for us, However, approximate meanings
in times of cricis and confrontation usually lead to misunderstanding.
There will be little debate as to the positive nature of these concepts,
However, clear, shared understandings are necessary if we want to build
upoh the concepts the reality toward which they point. In this study ue
hope that concerned Christians will be able to work tosether not only
toward a common understanding of "justice® and "reconciliation.,” but also
toward a common commitment to uways of living them out in the context of
bkoth church and scociety.

CONTEXT (Discuss the following . . .

A. Hou would vou describe the present sogio-politicou-economic
situation in Scuth Africa?

B. What is the biggest problem in yocur 1ife?
What is the biggest problem in the life of the church in South
Africa?
What is the biggest problem in the life of South Africa as a
nation? '

C. tihat do you think of when vou hsar the word "justice™? 0 o o
"reconciliation®? Why?
khat is Justice? . . . reconciliation? (Brief definition.)

D. In you thinkingsfeel ing how do the ideas of "justice® and
"reconciliation® relate to the procblems vyou noted in *B" abowve?

BIBLE STUDY: Justice and Resconciliation

{The various translations of the Hebrew and Greek words which are
regularly translated "justice/righteocousness" or "reconciliation® may be
rendered with a variety of terms in order to convey ‘the fullness of their
meaning or their special meaning in specific contexts. Therefore, it
wculd be helpful when referring to Bible passages belouw if the
participants would consult several different translations.)

A. Read the followings
1t is notewerthy that the word "justice® is not found in the Neu

Testament, and rarely in the 0ld Testament. Where it is found it is
almost =always the translation for orne of the tue uocrds usually translated



Gracicus Words for Difficult Times: Justice and Reconciliation, FPage 2

"rrightrecusness.,.™ QOriginally those words signified “that wuhich conforms to
the norm," and for Israel the norm was the character of God. The idea is
ethical, but there is & steady tendency as the 0ld Testament proceaeds
touward the idea of "szalvaticn.” Righteasness (justice) uwas a term used in
the context of relationships; there was rightecueress (justice) whan the
parties in a relationship lived up {toc the obligations of the relationship.
Righteousness (justice) indicated right action and fair dezling betuween
the two parties in a relationship. As time passed it came to indicate in
particular proper action and care for the poor and the ncecedy.
Rightecushness (justice) came *o¢ mean 'the establishment of equal rights for
all, not unlike cur definition for justice todav. But the idea wAs not
only that of equality, for sametimes the clear meaning is "mercy™ or
"compassion." The original Hebrew words, therefore, inhdluce the idea of
God'e vindication of the helpless, and stress generosity and benevolence.
In Rabbinic writings the word "rightesousness" (justice) means primarily
"almegiving,® or "benevolence"; it is in this sense that the word is used
even by Jesus in Matthew 631, In Paul the Word is used in three main
senses? 1. the ethical conduct demanded by the lauw:? 2. salvation that
comes as a gift from God through Christ: 3. ethical conduct which is
demanded o+ a Christian. '

Discuss the following questions:
How is our use of the term "justice" today different from the
Biblical use as explained abowve?
How can our use of “justice® be informed by the Biblical use?

I¥f you have the time study the following passage§ which use the
Hebrew opr Greek +or "justice/rightesousness."

Psalms 7:8-17 Romans 1:17,18
a3:s 3:9-25

Iszxiah 45:8,23 4:6-3,13
45113 6:1i5-23
51:5,8 ig: i@

Ezaekiel 18:18.21
Daniel 4:27

B. Study the passages listed below Keeping these questions in mind.
Then discuss.
bihat is reconciliation?
bliho reconciles? Who is reconciled?
tdhat is the result of reconciliation in the daily life of those
reconciled?
Romans 35:18-11; 1§:13-135
I1 Corinthians Si1i6-21
Ephesians 2:15-48
Colossians 1:118-22

How does the Biblical use of the term "reconciliatien® help us to
understand reconciliation betuween human beings’? '
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MAKIMNG CONNECTIONS (Disquss the following « . . 2

A. bihat would “"justice® and "reconciliation® lack likKe in the South
African situation? e » « in the context of the problems vou noted in
"Context B" abova? )

B. What can Christians do to participate in justica and
reconciliaztion in ocur context? List concrete possibilities.

COMMITMEMNTS AND PRAYERS .

A. To which of the possibilities {(Making Connections B above) area
vau ready to commit vourself? :

How will you begin? (If you are hot ready to ansuwer that
question right now, uresztle with it for a week. Agree to meet again in
one week for further discussien and to make commitments as individuals and
perhaps also as & group.? ’

8. FPray for the Spirit's guidance as wall as for the wisdom and
strensth to live ocut vour commitments.
Provide for on-going support and encouragement for one anocthepr.
Evaluate your progress regularly.
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IMNTROOUCT ION

The vast majority of Christians in South Africa, black and white
alike, readily acKnouledge that people of color have been opprezsed by the
white community in the history of Scuth Africa. They ara prerarad to
affirm that imjustice has been the rule rather than the exception in
relationships betueen the races. However, for all that agreement, there
i= a great deal of heated debate as to what that history and our faith
demand for today and for the future. Most seem to seeX peace and
reconciliation of some sort betwesn alisnated grcups, but there is szerious
disagreemant about exactly what thosze terms mean ahd about the road to
that destination. In the context of that discussiens/debate the Biblical
terms "roepentance® and "foroiveness®™ are frequentiy heard. In this study
e shall tiry te understand the Bibklical meaning of these words in our
South African context, and to discern the road on which they direct us
touward the pgace and reconciliation we all desire.

CONTEXT (Dizcuss the foliowing . . .

A. Describe the nature of the tension betuween racial groups in South
Africa today. What factors are involved?

B. What must happen for there 1o be pesace and reconciliation between
the victims of apartheid and those wuho have supported ands/or benefitted
from apartheid?

Who are the victims, and who are the beneficiaries?

C. What do vou understand to be the relationship betueen repentance
and forgiveness?
Does that understanding suggest anvwthing for dealing with the
current tension and conflict in South Africa? 1¥ s0, explain. I+ it does
net, why not?

BIBLE STUWDY: Repentance and Forgiveness

¢(There may be a variety of English rords/expressions uwhich different
translations use in order to convey the ideas “repentance® and
"forgiveness." Therefore, it uould be helpful when referring to the Bible
pessages belocw if the participants would cunsult several different
translations.?

A. tWhat does "repentance® involve in the following passages?
0Of Gad <(select three from the 1ist belond) . . =

Genesis 6:6 Psalm 1856:45 (44-48)
Exodus 32:12 : Jonah 3:1@
Numbers 22119 Romans 11:29

I Samuel 15:29.,35
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Cf human beingq {select three from the list bhelow?> . . .

Exodus 13:17 Ezerwiel {4:6
Jeremiah 8:6 (4-7)> ExaKiel 13:1383-31
Jeremiah 18:8,.1:9 Matthew 27:3
Repentance liturgies (select two from the 1list below) . . .
Psalm 51

lsaiah B3:? - 64:12
Danisl! 8:4-18
Hosea B and/sor 14

Can vou detect a change in emphasis in these New Testament
passages?
What does repentance involve here?
(Select six of the passzages to =tudyv.?
Matthew 2:1-2,8 (1-9) Acts 2:38 (1323:24:19:4)
Mark 1:14-15 Mt.4:173 Acts 3:19.28

Mark 6:12,149 hActs 17:30

Luke 13:31-5 Acts 26:20

Luke 17:3.4 II Corinthians 7:3-1@
Luke 24:47 Il Peter 3:38

Examples of repentance (read both)t
Luke 15:11-27: 19:1-1@

God's role in repenance <(optional):s
Acts 5131 11:13
Romans 2314
Il Timethy 2:t23

L ]
From yvour study of these passages what is repentance? ihat does
repentance involve?

B. In the following passages what is forgiveness? What does it
involve? UWhat are some of the uordssactions used to express the idea of
forgivness in Scriptura?

Also consider . . .

Are there any conditions for receiving forgiveness noted in
Scripture? :

What is the relationship of God's offer of forgiveness toc our
receiving forgivenass?

(Select five passages from the 0ld Testament and six passages
from the New Testament.) v

Joshua 24:18 Matthew B:12,249
1I Chronicles 7:14 Matthew 9:g
Pzalm 32:3~-5 Matthen 18:21-35
Psalm 51 MarKx 2:5,8,10 (1-12>
Psalm 86:5 Mark 11:25
Isaiah 33:249 (18-24) Luke S:20.23
Isaiah 38:17 Luke 6:37
Jeremiah 31:349 Luke 7:147-5a
Jeremiah 36134 Luke 17:3.,49
Micah 7:18-20 frcts B8:22

Acts 5:31

1 John 1:89
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MAK ING COMMNECTICNS (Discuss the follouing » . . 2

A. bhat is the relationship bestueen “"repentance” and “forgiveness”
in matters betueen God and humanity? . . . in matters between human beings
andsor groups o0f human beings?

May bibl-ial notions cf repentance and forgiveness be applied to
relationships betueen structures and cther structures andsor people in a
society? )

B. What do vou think about the follouing statement in the KAIROS
DOCUMENT? fApproversdisapprovae? Lhy?

"No reconciliation is possible in South Africa without justice.

"lvat this means in practice is that no reconciliation., no
forgiveness and no negoetiations are possible without repentance. The
Biblical teaching on reconciliation and forgiveness makKes it quite clear
that nubody can be forgiven and reconciled with God unless he eor sha
repents of their sins. Nor are ue expected to forgive the unrepentant
sinner. Wihen he or =he repents ue must be willing to forgive seventy
times sevan times, but before that we arz expected to preach repentance to
those wrheo sin aszainst us or against anyone. Recenciliation, forgiveness.
and negotiatiens wili become our Christian duty in South Africa only uhen
the apartheid regime shows signs of genuine repentance.” (p.9)

Do vou think the statement is rooted in a proper understanding of
"repentance® and “"forgiveness® in Scripture? 1f "ves,”® how can uwe best
enceourage repentance and forgiveness among the South African people? If
*no," how shall ue procéed in dzaling with the current crisis situation in
Scuth Africa on the basis of Scripture and our Christian faith? (Cits
Scriptural support as you are auwara of it.)

cC. How does vour understanding of repentance and forgiveness affect
vour personal relationships? + o » YoOur response to South Africa‘’s
current crisis?

COMMITMENTSE AND PRAYERS

A. Take a few minutes now-—--aeach personally ard privately--to dacide
uporn tuwoe concrete acts of repentance andsor forgiveness to which you will
commit veourself. .

Stare your commitments with the group, if it is comfortable for
you to do so tnet for discussion or commont but for encouragement to 5
others?.

B. Pray for an understanding of vourself, of the situation in South
Africa and of vour responsibilities in the present circumstances.
Pray for courage and strength to exercise repentance and
forgiveness in vour daily life as a meanhs for renewal and peace.
Provide om-going support and encouragement for one another.
Evaluate vour progress regularly.
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INTRODUCTION

The cry foir freedom iz a universzal one, and today uwe hear it coming
from many oppressed pecoplesst: Russian Jeus, Latin American peasants,
Palezstinians under Israeli sosccupation, Afghanistan resistance fighters,
Sikhs in India, Tamils in 3ri Lanka. Niether is South Africa a stranger
to that cry for freedom. Here it comes from the black majority in cur
landj it comes from Namibians whose country according to international law
is illzgally occupied Ly South Africa. 0f course, fregdom is a vital
concern not only in relation to things national and political. Freedom is
+he longing of thoze enslaved by alcohel or drugs, of those trapped in
stirained and destructive relationshipz, of thosza imprisoned by their csun
psvchological heeds or by commitments bevond their capacity for honoring
them. We all seek freedom, but usually we seer it in the wrong places.

In this lesson we shall try to find the way to freedom for ourselves and
for all the pecple in our land by locKing at our troubled context and at
the Word God speaks to us in that context.

CONTEXT (Discuss the following . . . 2

A. Is there anvthing right nowr in vour life from which vou sesK
libheration? 1+ so, what is {+t? If not, do vou consider vourselsf
completely free? .

B. What do wou think it means to be "free"?

C. lihat do vou understand political freedom to be?
Are people "free® in South Africa? Explain.

o. bWhat is your understanding of the "struagle for freedom® of tha
various "liberzation movements™ in Southern Africa (ANC, PAC, SWAPQO27?

E. Mathodists , together with & large portion of the Christian
family . believe that justification is the work of Goad in Chris=t and comes
through faith alone (scla fideo. lhat do vou understand to be the meaning
of "faith"?

No vou think there is any connection betueen faith and freedom?
Explain.

BIBLE STUDY: Faith and Freedom

A. In the 0ld Testament "faith® is primarily viewed as a respronse to
God's prior and foundational action. It is most often seen as a
collective response of God's pecple lIsrael, or as that which they refuse
te have (Exodus 4:1; 14:131; Numbers 14:11; Deuteronomy 11327 Psalm 78:22;
Isaiah 28:18 in contrast to 281157 43:110; S53:1). It is alzo used with
reference to individuals (Genesis 15:687 Isaiah 7i3 in contrast to 7:4).
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The core of the Hebrew coencept is "firmiess," "relizability,®
"steadfastnaess" (Isaiah 268:13+)>. A person who has faith is made +irm and
reliable (Habakuk 2:43 Psalm (3 is a desgcription of this "righteous man"
of Hab., 2:4>; tha faith by which one lives is "faithfulness® (obedience?
to the covenant given by God. It iz interesting to note that lsrael's
history as recorded in the 0ld Testament is seen zlmost entirely as
determined by Israzl's faith{(fulnesz’. bhen Israel trusts in God (is
faithful tc the covenant), the nation iz blessed. bihen Israsl is
faithless, the nation suffers and encounters great difficulties.

B. Study the following New Testament passages which refer to faith.
(Nete the Scriptural context.)> 3

lWhat do they say ta vou about faith?
blhosuhat is the object of faith?

Matthew 8:5-137 14:22-32; 21:i18-22

MarkKk S:21-43; 3:21-29

Luke 1:45; 38:22-257 Acts 14:39

John 3:12; 4:41-42,43 <(aluays a verb in John?
Romans 13168-17; 3:3,22,25,30 (1-31>

4:1-5, 18-28; 3:1-3

I Corinthians 1121

Galatians 3322

Ephesz tans 1:13-26

Hebrews 18:32 - t2:2

C. Study the following passages which refer to freedom.
Hou would vou describe freedom as noted herae? From what does one
become free?
Do the passages suggest anvthing to you about how a person
becomes free? I1¥ so, what do they suggest?
Romans 6:15-23
7:3-4 (Galatians 2:3-5)
g:11-49, 13-21
Galatians 5:1,13
John 8:31-35

D. Mote that in the following passages falth and freedom are
related. What is the relationship betuween faith and freedom which is
suggested to you?

Romans 8 <(cf. “"faith" in chs. 1-3)
Galatians 3:22-29: S5:1-13
Eptiesians 3:12

By Read the following passages

"When the Christ is trusted, a threefold resource for liberation
unfolds, First, there is liberation from the all-pervasive necessity to
Justify onesal+f. Second, there is liberation from the drive to carry out
this justification at the expense ¢f others, the iron-clad law that
self-justifiers are compelled to follou. Third, there is liberation from
anxiaty about death, the grim nemesis that drives appressors uwiilly-nilly
into inflicting unfreedom on others." ("A Time for Confessing" by Edward
H. Schroeder. CURRENTS IN THEQLOGY AND MISSION, vol., 142 Number 2. April.
1987 <Chicago?, p. 99.>
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MAK ING CONMECTIONS <{Discuss the following . . . O

. in South Africa who needs liberation?
Freom what things/rersons/institutionz do we need 1iberation?

B. Scriptures regularly uses faith <or believing) as the ansuer to
fear (Matt. 141327 LukKe 8:25: Acts T:26). In our cantext what are the
fears from uhich “faith" relieves us? Explain,

C. Eduard H Schiroeder proposes the following outline of the movement
from bondage to freedom through faith <¢trust in Christ):
» » - 1> Sinners C(un-free under the law) truszt the crucified
Christ as Ged's last Llord to therm. 2> That Word is an offer of a "suyeet
swap": this crucified God-man in exchange for your 5inner~self, 3> Thea
sSWwap works 'sola fide,' only if vyou truszt the cffer . . . . 42 lhen vou
trust him, the offered one, vou have him and all his benefits, and he has
vou and all vour deficits, 3> When you have made the suwap, wou are free
from yvour deficits and posszessor of, and possessed by, Christ'*s freedom.
B85 Uhen you are free, vour public person puts freedom into [gracticel.”
"A Time for Confessing.” CURREMNTS IN THECLOGY AND MISSION, Vol. 14: Number
2, rpril, 1237 (Chicago?}, p.39. ]
0Ox vou agree? ) .
What does the passage suggest for vour life under faith alone
("sola fide™)7?

0. Lhat do you think is the connections and or differences between
rersonal and political liberation?

E. Tha Apocstle Paul suggests that the freedom we have in Christ is
not simply “fraedom from® (sin, law, death), but alzo “freedom for"®
sarvice (Gzl, S:13). What might this mean for South Africans?

COMMITMENTS AND PRAYERS

A. Consider individually your faith in Jesus Christ and the freedom
it offers vou. Then 1list concrete ways in which you can use vour freedom
in service to others (individually and societallyrspoliticallys.

Commit vourszelf te one individual and one sccietal way of using
your freedom in Christ for service.

B. Pray for a stronger faith in Christ and an appreciation of the -
freaedom it gives wvou.
Pray for the Spirit's guidance and strength in exercising your
freedom in service to others. '



