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WHAT IS A PEACE CHURCH?

The simplest answer we can give to this is; "a Peace
Church is one which declares, as a basic tepmet of its
teaching, its objection to war, participation in war,
financial support for war and training for war",

This would apply whether the war was to support a Govern-—
ment or to displace that Government. The degree to which
this teaching is binding upon momlers varies from Peace
Church tc Peace Church, As you read in the Conference
statement it would not be the wish of the Methodist Church
to see any decision regarding our becoming a Peace Church,
being an article of faith within cur church or a condition
of Membership.

One of the Peace Churches in South Africa today is the
Society of Friends, commonly called "Quakers", and they
"urge" and "call” their members to refuse participation
in the military evemn as non-combotants, but they would
hold in respect those, who in conscience, chose to enter
the armed forces, and would support those who are called
up and refused to serve.

We cannot make such a decision regerding a Peace Church
until we've asked ourselves what cre some of the implica-
tions for the Methodist Church if it were to declare
itself a Peace Church. It is my opinion that many people
have not stopped to ask what the cost of this would be.
It is absolutely crucial that we accept that in this
debate we are being asked to make a costly commitment
to an on-going process by which we will allow ourselves
to be transformed¢ into a peace-making church. It is
also crucial that this process bc understood not as the
church deciding to be passive in the struggle for justice,
but rather committing itself to an active programme of
promoting justice and peace, liberation and reconciliation,
IN OTHER WORDS ONE OF THE IMPLICATIONS OF BEING A FEACE
CHURCH IS THE WILLINGNESS TO OFFER OUR LIVES WITHOUT
BEING WILLING TO TAKE ANYONE ELSE'S LIFE, Yes, there
is a cost involved and we need to think and pray very
deeply about this cost.

As you are aware the Methodist Church is made up of many
¢ifferent people with many different points of view,
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TOTIAT END I WANT TO INVITE YOU TO A MEETING TO BE HELD
AT ST. JOHN'S ON WEDNESDAY 20th APRIL, AT 7.30 P.M., WHERE
ALL THESE MATTERS WILL BE DISCUSSED. I ask you to come
prepared to listen and to speak. Very often in these debates
silence is interpretcd as consent.

t that meeting we will not be fighting ench other., We
will be stating ocur point of view and these comments will
e noted and sent on to the Quarterly Meeting and thus on
to Synod and Conference,

1 have every faith in the pecple called “Mothodists", as
they discuss these decj matters, to come to them with prayer
and cpenness to God and to each other.

I will chair the meeting on Wednesday 20th, and I promise
you that if you want to speak, no matter what your point
of view is, you will be allowed to speak and you will be
listened to.

Let us then all ge cn in the name of the Lord.
/
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Let me draw your attention bricfly to each of these in
turn,

1. The Witness of the New Testement. Have a look at
the following texts; Matthew 5 vs 9 "Blessed are the
peace-makers for they shall be callel the sons of God."
Matthew S5 vs 44 "Love your encmics and pray for those
that persecute you," Mark 26 vs 52 "Put your swerd’ hack
into its place, all who take the sword will perish by
the sword." John 18 vs 36 "If my Kingdom were of this
world, my servants would fipht that I might not be handed
over to the Jews, but my Kingdom is not of this world,”
Luke 23 vs 24 "Father forgive thom for they know not
what they do." Acts 9 vs 60 "Lor{ do not hold this sin
against them." Romans 12 vs 14-21 "Ask God tc bless
those who persecute you ... if scmcone has deme you wrong
do not repay him a wrong ... never take revenge ... con-
quer evil with good." 1 Corinthions 10 vs 4 "The weapons
we use in our fight are not the werld's weapens.” 1
Peter 2 vs 21-23 "Christ sufferci for you and left you
an example ... when he was insulted he did not onswer
back with an insult, when he suffcrcd he did not threat-
en." 1 John &4 vs 7-8, 20 "Love onc encther ... whoever
does not love does ncot knuw God ... if someone says he

loves God but hates his brother, he is a liar,"

From the above it seems that the witness of the New Testa-
ment is clear. God loved us while we were yet sinners
and He calls us to do the samc for others., Loving and
killing are incompatible. We connot save anyone's scul
by taking his life,

2. The Witness of the Early Church. There is no evidence
of any Christian serving as a soldier until about 170
AD and for more than another century most Christians
still believed that love was incompatible with killing
and therefore with any violence.

3. The m!wﬂmonawzmHﬁTthmH of Hon~Violence. The words
"non-violence' and passivism" eare misleading. They
give the impression of sitting back, felding one's hand
and opting out of the conflict so that someone else has
to pay the price.

In fact peace-makers are called to an active engagement
es /5
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with injustice,  a costly involvement in the struggle for

true liberation. They simply will not kill while they
are involved in that struggle.

Like Jesus, peace-makers arc called to forget scif, take
up their cross every day and follow those bleeding feet
on the way to dcath, Luke 9 vs 24, This tekes =t least
as much courage as is needed by those who arc involved
in killing, because peace-mokers cannot draw cowfort from
the cold steel of their weapons. And they must still face
the naked weapons of those who call themselves "encmies".

The Extraordinary Power of Non-Viclent action lies in the
way it can transform people. Ghandi called it a programme,
not for seizing power, but for transforming relationships
so that there would be a peaceful transfer of power. Non-
viclent resistors say ''God changed me by Kis patience and
by the way He confronted my sin. How can I now let Him
use me to change this person who calls himself my cnemy?”
Non-violent action assumes that human nature can be changed.

Non-violent resistors also know that they have to root out
their own self-rightcousness, pride and violence. They
believe that it is not out there, but in "me", that the
oppressor must die., They do not then sit in judgement
over those who resort to violence. Rather they generate
their own creative alternatives or complimentary programmes.

4, The Ineffectiveness of Violence. The problem with
violence is that it achicves no change in the long run.
Close te two-thirds of all Governments that hove assumec
power by meanns of viclent revolution, are ousted by the
same means. The same applies to pro-government violence.
Torture, assination, detention and armed suppression by
some part of a country's populaticn, are never cffective
in extinguishing 2 passion for justice. Indecd, this only
hardens the opposition, and drives it into counter-violence.
The deepest danger about violence is that we ore likely
to become what we fight in the very act of fighting it,

The problem with violence is that it cannot redecem people.
Certainly the ones who are killed, canmdt repent. And
those who survive have a legacy of guilt, horror and vengan—
ce to cope with., It is doubly difficult then for the survi-
vors to give and to practice peace-making. There is an
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