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SATANISH/QCCULT

Introduction
In Jderusalem is & monument in white and black representing the battle
Between the Sons of Light and the Sons of Darlness. Children in
their play often depict the same theme, whether it be cowboyse and
crophks, cops and robbers, or He-man and Skeletor. The film, Star Wars

alen told of evil being overcoms by good. The battle between good
and evil is ongoing. In the Christiean caontext we wunderstand the
cstruggle to be that of SBatan, the Frince of Darkness against God  the

Creatoar.

Some would sorgue that the subject is best left slone, this view being

influenced by fesr. We meed not fear. ooripture says clearly that
all we need to fear are sin and God. Mever meed & Chrisgtian  fear

Satar. So then | meed to edplaln the parpese of my sharing with you.
I' am not here to examine in deteil evil and the forces of desrkness.
Mor am 1 to act as a cheap publicity agent for Satan. I do not wish
o =2care anyihody.

The need was erpressed thst since the subkject is topical, we need fo

Fave & Chrigtian perspective. Magazines and radio talk shows  hawve
missed  the subject. The Sunday pepers of 1% fAugust referred to
activities at Fosettenville mine dumps. The SARC news of the 223nd
August referred to police investigstions into ocoult practices. The

Tranevaal Teachers Association heve had the topic on their agends.

Proclamaticn of Good News
A children of the living God we have Good News to share. I want o
emphazize that Jesus Chirist has given Satan & bloocd nose and Jesus will
return to complete the action. Satan will be put downs once and four
all. Fuwthermore we need not fesu . The Lord encourages us, "Behold,
I have given you asubthority to tread upon serpents and  scorpions, and
over all the power of the enemy; arnd nothing shal!l Mt you. (Lutke
102 19)

Howesver there slen needs Lo be & warning sounded. It is for thoze who
may  be  tempted to get inveolved in coowlt activity even +or purely
inquisitive reasons, Thiz  other world holdes  attraction because it

cffers power, it gives super—-natuwral controed, but 1t desmtroves. Doy
aTuld ol cher gvers to play  srround with these things. The
repercussions  may  be very grave indeed. The cocult is & spiritual

POl sS0n.

o is also necessary while hesring the Good MNews to ke honest and
e . There are times when we are too guick to blame Satan for things

that are directly attributed to our own conscicous actions. At times
we  may  opt out of squarely  sccepting  respornsibiility. We  remaln

Siriere.
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The word Yooccult"” comes from the Latin Yoccultus", meaning  things
mystericus, Ridden asnd secret. The occult is manifested in spiritual
knowledoe, spiritusl power, systems, symbols, ritusls and practices



that lead to another reality. Scripture

& fgquite cleasr  that these
manitestations are against God's will fo- His

s
i peopl e,

Eariy in Genesis 3317 we meet Datan. He iz decscribed a2 "more subtle
than  any other creatuwre.”  Spuwrgeon calls Sataty more cunning tharn bhe
wisest Fforr he soon entangled Solomon. He is stronger  than  the
strongest &5 DamsSon Wi owver LR owr. Evern a man atter God's own heart,
David, was led intc grievous sin.

I the HNew Teztament Hatan is called "a liar and the father of all
ligsa” {(Johrn Sx:d44bo This too iz evident in Genesis 3. He i deceitdul
a3 causes Eve to doubt and guestion., Al He wishes to achieve is "to
ralx, kill and destroy.” (dre 103100

Isalah 14213 and Erekiel 2d:11-13 tell qow Satsn rebelled, wanting to
b equal with God. S the angel became the "Frince of Darbkness"” and

as one regel he rules this worlid. (dn 14:30)  As & prince Satan seshks
our wedrebdp. Faul spells thie out clearly in 2 Thessalonians i1z,

He iz bound to want this because of his nature. He rebelled, trying
tor ke egual to God and God slone is worthy of  worship. Hince man

iz created in the image of God it iz & festher in Satan 's cap i+ one
shauld worship bim.

Soripture is clear about the conseguences for man who deres  to  do
thie. This person is robbed of eternal life and is outside the
Fingdom of &God. There is ne pesce and the sbundant life is lost.

nce meh allows Lt, dDatan will use him. Thie lessaon Feter  dearly
lgarnt (Mt 162231, Also s Satan uses people =0 he uses the spiritual
gift=. He iz capable of countertelting ail aood gifis. He is not

called the Grest Deceiver {for nothing. This aspect reaches its zenith
i the Black Mass, & vile perversion of something sacred.

There ie no  room for dowbt, Saten is a fos'! He is agsinst God and
has no rightfual authority. He 18 a uswper. Time and ftime again his
actions revesal this. He tried to prevent Chirist's birth &= he used
Herod +to mwder the infants., He attempted to destroy His work  and
mintastry throuwgh the temptsations in the desert. Zatan even tried to
eliminate Christ by having & false charge of tresson laid against His.
This led to the Cross. Mo doubt, he is & Fforeidsbhble foe izee

Ephesians & 1i0-13 and | Feter S:8)

SGoriptwre &lso condemns all the practices of the Frince of Darkness.

s.g. astrology Tma 47:310-15

relincarrati on Halb. fu:27

diwvination Deut. 18:10-11

fortune-telling Ezel, 132017233 Acts 1éarlée-18

contacting the dead Deut 18311y 1 Chron "0:213-14

spiritism Lev., 20227
Yet there is good news. Satan iz defeated. The Wilderness was the
beginming of hise defeat and he has been under Jjudgment since Eden.
This judgment was implemented at Calvary. Orre stronger than he bindg
him M 122127} This means Satan has o rightful authority.

Cheristians look to the day when Satamn will be finally put down. {Rev.,

VGRS I RE IR

ka



Young Feople gt Invelved in th

The Reasgns Deeult (Gerneral

Viaws)

The +first point to realise is thalt man is incurably religious. There
ie & valid sepivitual bungesr in man. {ine theologian basg sald that man
has & ”gamd—eh%ﬁﬁﬁgﬂ-vaauum” in hie being. A1 too often young people
tend toward idealicsm. There is biack and there is white, but no Foon
fonrr grey. Against  this background so many "isms" of the world are
failing or have failed HMationalism, imperialism, communlsm)

Christian orthodory has declined and often appears powerless. BEthical
standards have slackened. Within the chuwreh the members are ignorant
of the Bible, the very resource text of the faith., &So there is & nesd
wrmet . FReligious answers e sought ., but not satisfactorily answered.
There is & greater need that is not met. The desire o want for
pocult acitivy s a masked degper yvesrning for God.

Young people are a&lso experiencing incredible change. Frhiveiological
and psychological stress of puberty and adolescence are part of  Lhe
change from childhood to adulthood. This is all &t & time when there
is s mach wncertainty. The only certainty is change itselt. The
world seems to be falling apart.

Materialism and commercialism has created & 2 pleassuwre—orientated
society. There alwave remains one more thrill to experience.  Many
bave tried sex, drugs and alocohol. The occult provides a new and

fascinating fromtier.

Mention has already been made of the powsr of the oocult. This power
cary be wused to control. It is spiritual power and it 1is a great
temptation to be able to hevwe power and control. The occult offers

spiritual power from a sowce cther then the Crestor God revealed in
the Bible.

Young people seek ddentity snd a place of belonging. The occooult
offers this in abundance and adds the attraction of @ secrecy. This
offer of belonging i= attractive because the place of bLelonging for
vioung pespls is failing. The breskdown of family life 16 & major

factor in the cocoult’'s attraction.
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The individusl who is cwricus and daring and 1s willing to risk  may
want to experience this cther reality to test and prove ite existence.
It may take the fore of so-called Yinnocent play'”, haramless games.
Hoeon the individual finds he i playing with the devil himself.

The strong conformist who bends to pesr  pressuwre ds an Ldesl
candidate. This, together with dissatisfaction with life and family is
daimgerous.

Urifortunately  there also are specitic situstions, very natwral to
life, that can be exploited. A ssd or bereaved person can be tricked
into entry into the realm of the occoult. Contasct with dead loved ones
e otfered.
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The rebel and escapist too may step into the trap easilv. Hewarea
those who claim that they have tried everybhing. Fimnaily +t{he
gffspring of cccultists is wvery vulnerable.

gt @ BEncouwnter

Five major areas ooowss

2he The area of Mzgic
Thisg is not the entertainment at kiddies parties which is8 sleight
@f  hand, where the hand ise trained to be faster than the eve.

Magic concerns sctusl control of the environment, Elack and
white magic are practised. The phenomenot of levitation fite in
here.

2. The Mystical #frea
These are @xperiences bevond the natural. Many claim  to  have
direct communication with ancther reality. Evern @cience is
starting to support this view. Much resesrch is going on in
parapsyotiol cgy.

S The Mantic Area
Practices such as divination and future prophecy are examples.

4. Spiritualism
Thise i1s commpunication with the spirit world or so—called contact
with the dead.

5. Satanism

Christian fction: What can I do

jud

Firstly we nesed to be aware of zome of the dynamics taking place. e
use the concepts of physical science to explain what  happens  when
Satarn approasches ws. It is an attack often carried ocut by his agents
we call demons. They &8 Oppressoi-s. Onee way to esdplain  their
influé?e is to see owselves s being suwrounded by an energy field of
i .

Without any resistance from us this energay field will continue to
tighten arownd ws. Hebirews 12:1 describes the process. The only way
te break the figld is to learn to say "o’ te Satan’'s  lures asd

affters., The word of God is & weapon.

What we have to guard sgeinst at &1l times is not te provide  Satan
with any "£in handles” {phrase used by Michael Greene). He must n*ot

be allowed & foobhold. We alsc need to be informed. Me need to krnow
what we are up  agsinst. Blready Scripture has provided a full

picture,

pposing  forces  are involved and it is described as warfare as  we

resist Datarn {1 FPebter D8, Very comforting snd reasswring words are
there for all who will hear in Romans &2 31 -39, The one trap we must

not Fall inte is to ignore this mermace and bebave as if it is  non-
i stent. Batan’'s activity is anti-Christian. In Dewteronomy 1831914
there 18 & clesar warning. AFots 19319 and Galatians S5:30 are bMew
Testament references.



Christians must be involwved in the battle (Ephesians &2132). It ie &
castly battle and & tough ome, therefore no Cheistisn shouwld  stand
alone (Galatians S:24). Seelk support from fel low-believers.

The Good Mews is that the Son of God appeared. be need not feaa i1
John 238 . The early Christians really did believe this. They knew
SGatan was & defeated foe. Bince he has no wespons  &gsinst Christ,
Christians can be victorious. Hence the early Christians  were
prepared to follow Christ even to death. They were confident of
sharifng in Christ s resuarrestion because the king of death had besn
defeated.

This d5 edciting. You and I sre called to share in the victory  of
Christ over SDatan.

cal octivities
The only name Saten fears io Jesus. Az Christians we know the power
of God to set people Free. Satan shudders to be reminded of Galvary
arnd Christians calling o the name of Jesus Christ. Frayer therefore
ig wital. Break the silence. Let the forces around yvou hesr God's
fiagme being called. Frayver i & vital peart of Christisn warfare. it

ie an expression of ouwr dependence on God.

A1 can pray and thus be involved in spivitual warfare. Mot =1l are
called to be on the fromtlime hatitle however. For each soldier at
the front during battle there are many others behind the lines
providing  support. Frovide a powsr house of prayer for  those  who

minister to  those dealing with persons ceught in the webh of the
coeult.  Fray also for those oppressecd by Satan.

Geripture savs wateh and pray. To watch is to be alert. Mark 14:37¢

Feep youwr eves peeled for Batan’'s subtle attacks. Watch for héresy
creeping  dinto  teaching. Satan finds good ground where there 1z &

tendency to be obhblivious to mistakes and failures.

Feaul calls the Rible ow sword. This iz part of ocwr  persanal
egquipment . We meed to know it and know how to use it With it we

can stand against Satan’'s attacks.

We alwo reach out to cocoulit-trapped persons with Scripture. It serves

no purpose to just guote Scripture to them. It must be used to
explain God’'s vationale behind His commandments. To zimply say the

coecult is wong will achieve little i+ anything.

Show  why  Bod says the ocoult is wrong. IR The ocouwlt  vioclates
God's  wvery first commandmernt. "You shall have no other gods before
me. " I the oceoult & god or source of epiritual powsr  is sought.
Any encounter with persons involved in the occult must be motivated by
love. Care and concern rather than condeanation must e communicated

at all times.

One way this can be shared is the following: "Whst veou sre doing 18 a
danger to youwr spiritusl wel fare. I+ 1 saw vou Eatlnqrhushraoms I
wonld  warn youw of the danger. Since | care about vou §Iowant you  to



bnow what wou sre doing is potentially poizsonous for youws spirit.”

With this goss the recognition that here is & person with & 2 wvalid

epiritusl hunger. Bin is always the perversion of the good. Soodn
dealing with persons recognize their desire or  wanlt for ocoult
involvement 18 & deep wwecognised, wnadmitted vyesening for  God.
Theretore try to see the person’'s genvine deepesrr need. This mavw be
done through guestions like: "What are you looking for in astroloagy?
"hthat mesd of yvouwrs will astrology meeh?” "The way to Jesus can be

showrn with no-threstening statements liker "You sre spirituwally hungrey
iike all of wus.

The gifts of the Spivit need more attention. bler need to develop them
ard use them in the Life of the Church. This will foster boldness as
we  mee God's power al woek. Holdness will enable us to speabk  outl
against Satan. tuther said, "I often lauwgh &t Satan and there is
nothing  that mekes him 20 angry as when I attachk him to his face and
tell him that through God I am more than & mabtch forr bhim.

It cannot be stressed enough thst  the oreatest  danger faeing
hristians is  apsthy in ths arem. et invalwved. Take the threat
seriously  and stend wnited in the fight. Satan would divide to
conguer . b.et us add ouwr support amd share the Good MNews. At bhe

fivrel coming of Jesus, Satan's doom will e confirmed. Maranatha.
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