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" PEACE CHURCH "

At a Quarterly meeting held on 23rd April, 1988, the Roodepoort Circuit totally
rejected the 'peace church! proposal,

The following resolution was drawn up, to be taken to Synod in June :
RESCGLUTION

The Quarterly Mesting of the Roodepuort Circuit receives for the purpose of discussion
the study document and proposals re the "Peace Church" concept.

The Quarterly Meeting, however, understanding the need and the attempt by the Church
to be feithful to God in the present situatinn of increasing violence, dlstructio?
and hatred in our land, belisves that the Resolution is inadequate for the following
reasons ¢

{(a) it fails to take cognisance of what the church is already belisved to be, an
instrument of peace, and the extent to whioh some of our people are already
ongaged as peace—makers in our land;

(b) it seeks tu legislate peace when it is only by grace that the Church itself
can operate as a psace maker;

(c) it Pails to take account of where our psople are and in its attempt to
lugislate on mattors of censcience, can only bo divorsive;

(d) in the implications of the proposals, it does not take account of the practical
ramifications as it will affect all our pecplc at the prosent time;

The Quarterly Meooting of the Reodepoort Circuit held on 23rd April, 1988 at
Dobsonville, rejects the proposals concerning the Methodist Church of Southern
Africa declaring ltself a Poace Church as defined in the study document, but that
in obedience to the teaching of Christ :

1 Bocome more aware of the needs and takes more positive staps to
a. educate our peopls in the ways of peace—making and reconciliation,
b, foster relationships which will prevent violence and forge harmony,

c. stress the Methodist emphasis of perfect love toward God and neighbour.

2, We continue to take our stand against all evil, injustice, immorality and
and oppression which destroys the purposes of God and the dignity of people.

In conclusion

1. The Quarterly Meeting believes that war and any other efforts employed to
bring about change by viulent means will slways be abhorrent but the New
Testament clearly outlines that while we are part of this world there will
be the need to cunfront evil and preserve order in Society.

2. In any country security forces have a task to fulfil for only as there is
a degres of order can the Gospel be proclaimed and peaue and harmony be
striven for., That maintaining of ovder, however, must always take account
of the dignity of all men in the sight of God.

3. The Quarterly Mecting affirms the rcle of the Church as Peace-Maker in the
power of holy love,

4, Rejects any attempt to align the Church as a guasi political party being
used by groups or individuale for their own ends,

5. Calls upon the Conference to note that it is becoming increasingly more
difficult for the Church to continue her work at the local level against the
seemingly insensitive, ill-informed and biased view that this kind of
Resolution presents to our pecople,

At a time when the Church at local level is sseking despsrately to unite its
people under the banner of Christ, working through many difflcult issues,
Resolutions of this nature foster division andbitternead among our peuple and
mistrust between the membors and leadership of the Church,
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METHODIST CHURCH QF SOUTHERN  AFRICA

RESOLUTION ADOPTED BY THE RANDFONTEIN CHURCH COUNCIL ON THURSDAY 21 APRIL 1988
REGARDING THE PEACE CHURCHE CONCEPT

We acknowledge that South Africa is in a violent period of its history, both
in terms of revolutionary violence and opressive violence, Within this
context the Church is called into the role of peacemaker and reconciler.

We admnit that we as a Church have failed both those in authority and the
people of our land by not providing them with adequate and effective
scriptural guidance, such that the violence being experienced could either

have been avoided or minimised.

In this regard we acknowledge with shame, that we as a Church, have failed in
the roles of both spreading the message of the Gospel and of being peacemakers.
In so doing we have sinned by allowing ourselves to be compromised by those of
all political beliefs who would seek expedient solutions to this country's

problems.

While we declare ourselves opposed to violence, we believe that The Rule of Law,
based on Christian concepts of love and compassion, needs to be upheld so that
order may be maintained.

We recognise that without such order the climate to establish a system which

is more righteous and just, and which can embody the principle of equality of

all people, cannot be achieved.

As those in authority profess to support Christianity we would appeal to them
in the name of Christ to change the Laws of the country more rapidly so that

it may more fully embody Biblical and Christian concepts,

Those responsible for violence are urged to exercise restraint and to refrain
from acts that are causing bodily pain and suffering. We encourage our
members to work actively in the role of peacemakers and reconcilers so that
all the people of cur land may be able to renounce both revolutionary and
repressive violence, and in so doing pledge our support to all who seek the

path of non vioclence.

We believe, however, that we should not alienate ourselves from those who
differ from us, lest such alienation, should prevent the intercommunication
so vital for reconciliation., We must minister to all, thus continuing our

stance of "Think and let Think."

We must seek and encourage the use of non violent strategies to bring about

change and to improve relations with and between all people.

We recommend that a thorough study be urgently initiated so that ways and
means of bringing about a society that is free from violence and more just

can be found and implemented.



